
It has been almost a decade
since many important new
agreements on oceans and

coasts were adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro
(United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED)), including Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, and the
oceans-related aspects of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change. Since
that time, too, the United Nations Convention on Law of the
Sea has come into force, and several modifications to the con-
vention—related to straddling stocks and to deepseabed min-
ing —have been adopted. There has been much investment in
the management of coastal and marine areas by national and in-
ternational donors, and the number of nations undertaking
coastal and ocean management has increased significantly. In-
ternational entities have done extensive work in providing
guidance for sustainable development of coastal and marine re-
sources, and national governments and communities are in-
creasingly experimenting with models of management
emphasizing sustainable development, integrated manage-
ment, and the precautionary approach. Many efforts at build-
ing capacity in ocean and coastal management have been
undertaken, and the scientific basis for management has im-
proved substantially during this period.

The Global Conference on Oceans and Coasts at Rio+10:

Assessing Progress, Addressing Continuing and New

Challenges, to be held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris on
December 3 through 7, 2001, is intended to provide an overall
assessment of progress achieved on oceans and coasts since the
Earth Summit and to provide input to the discussions by
governments which will take place in June 2002 when nations
around the world will converge at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (Rio+10) in Johannesburg, South
Africa, to assess progress made in the implementation of all
aspects of the world agenda on environment and development
agreed to at the 1992 Earth Summit.

The conference will:

• Provide an assessment of progress achieved in all aspects of
the post-UNCED agenda on oceans and coasts;

• Identify continuing, persisting challenges that need to be
addressed with renewed commitment;

• Identify new challenges that are arising and need to be
addressed;

• Examine cross-cutting issues among various ocean and
coastal sectors;

• Consider options for concerted action on outstanding
cross-sectoral issues;

• Provide input to the oceans and coasts agenda of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10) planned for
June 2002.

• Implementation and
harmonization of the major
ocean-related agreements (e.g.,
Law of the Sea, Biodiversity,
Climate Change)

• Implementation of the Rio Principles on Environment and
Development

• Implementation of the oceans and coasts chapter of Agenda
21 (Chapter 17), especially:

— Integrated coastal management and management of Exclusive
Economic Zones (EEZs)

— Global plan of action for the control of land-based sources of
marine pollution
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— Management of marine living resources (in
EEZs, in high seas; special problems such as
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing)

— Management of marine protected areas

• Status of marine biodiversity, critical
habitats, and species at risk

• Climate change effects in coastal areas

• Small island issues

• Cross-cutting issues and institutional
framework for ocean governance

—Capacity building in ocean and coastal
science and management

—Global governance framework (including
regional level)
- mechanisms for intersectoral discussion on
oceans at global level

• Addressing persistent challenges with
renewed commitment

• Emerging issues in coastal and ocean
management

• Addressing new challenges

• Issues for the global agenda on oceans
and coasts in the next decade

On all of these topics, implementation has
occurred at the international, national, and
subnational levels. The conference will encourage
papers that provide a synthetic overview of the
effectiveness of implementation activities and
initiatives at each of these levels.

The conference has
been stimulated by the
NGO (nongovern-
mental organization)
community and is or-

ganized in collaboration with intergovernmental or-
ganizations (IGOs), especially the agencies
represented on the UN Administrative Committee
on Coordination, Subcommittee on Oceans and
Coastal Areas (ACC-SOCA), and with governmen-
tal personnel from countries with a special interest
in the oceans (see Conference Organizing Commit-
tee in box). Conference panels will feature speak-
ers from these three communities: NGOs, IGOs,
and Governments.

The conference will
be held on December
3-7, 2001, in order to
insure that conference
outputs may be taken

into consideration at the World Summit on Sustain-

able Development (June 2002, in Johannesburg,
South Africa). The conference will be held at
UNESCO headquarters and will be hosted by the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
IOC, UNESCO.

Conference support
(financial and in-kind)
is kindly provided by
governments, private

foundations, NGOs, and intergovernmental organi-
zations. Funding contributions are noted, with sin-
cere appreciation, in the Conference financial
suppport box.

Two major confe-
rence outputs are
planned:

• The publication of a Conference Findings
volume that will summarize the findings and
recommendations for each major conference
topic, and which will be distributed to all
government delegations involved in the
World Summit for Sustainable Development
and to other relevant parties.

• The publication of a book, and special issues
in several international journals (such as
Ocean & Coastal Management, Coastal
Management, Marine Policy, and the
International Journal of Marine and Coastal
Law) bringing together various clusters of
papers and commentaries presented at the
conference.

Invited Speakers

Presentation of papers and commentaries at the
conference is by invitation. Invited speakers are re-
quested to provide synthetic and critical analyses
and recommendations on selected issues in sustain-
able development of oceans and coasts at the global,
regional, and national levels. We kindly ask that
participants don’t spend time describing their own
programs but instead focus on drawing lessons with
broad relevance to other cases. Papers and com-
mentaries should fulfill the following objectives:

• Assess the status of the selected issue since
UNCED 1992 in terms of accomplishments
and constraints;

• Present the major trends and patterns in the
area, particularly in terms of policy changes;

• Identify major new developments and
outstanding problems needing further
attention in the field;
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• Provide concrete examples
of governmental,
intergovernmental, and
nongovernmental successful
or promising efforts; and

• Provide concrete
recommendations to the
international community for
the next ten years.

Papers (up to 20 pages in
length) and commentaries (up to
10 pages in length) must be
submitted by September 1, 2001.

Working Groups

For each major topic, a working
group will be organized to assess
the information presented at the
conference and to prepare a report
on the resulting findings and the
recommendations. This report
will be included in the Conference
Findings volume that will be pre-
sented to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development to be
held in Johannesburg, South Af-
rica, in 2002. To facilitate the
work of the working groups,
co-chairs will be appointed for
each working group, representing
the governmental, intergovern-
mental, and nongovernmental
sectors and the different regions.
Before the conference, the work-
ing group co-chairs will work in
cooperation with the chairs and
the participants of relevant panels
to share existing information, col-
lect additional information, ad-
dress key questions, and provide
recommendations to the confer-
ence. During the conference, the
working group co-chairs will lead
working group sessions to further
refine the report and provide addi-
tional inputs to the conference
(conference time for the working
groups has been set aside in the
evenings).

Presentation
of papers and
commentar-
ies at the
conference is

by invitation. The participation in
the conference of representatives
of ocean and coastal NGOs,
IGOs, and governments relevant
to the Rio+10 assessment of
oceans and coasts are kindly in-

vited. Individuals and institutions
wishing to participate in the con-
ference are requested to fill out
and send in the Conference Appli-
cation Form found in this leaflet.

Groups and individuals not
involved in the presentation of
papers and commentaries may
present information on their
views relevant to the Rio+10
assessment to the Secretariats for
possible distribution at the
conference. This information
should be presented in summary
form (no longer than 3 pages) by
September 1, 2001.

There is a
Conference
registration
fee of $250
USD to

cover Conference materials, re-
ceptions, and refreshments.

Two
Conference
Secretariats
will collab-
orate in the

organization and conduct of the
conference.

The Intergovernmental Oceano-

graphic Commission (IOC) will
host the meeting and oversee all
arrangements related to the con-
duct of the conference at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris,
including facilitating the travel
and housing of conference partic-
ipants.

The Center for the Study of Ma-

rine Policy (CSMP) at the Uni-

versity of Delaware, USA, will
serve as the organizer of the con-
ference program in collabora-
tion with IOC and the organizing
committee, and handle the organi-
zation of working groups, pro-
ceedings, and publications.

Participation at
the Conference

Conference
Secretariats

Organizing Committee

NGOs/ scientists

Chair: Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Director, Center for the Study of
Marine Policy, University of Delaware, USA

Dr. Tundi Agardy, Conservation International

Mr. Tim Bagley, Global Legislator's Organization for a Balanced
Environment

Dr. Aldo Chircop, Coordinator, Marine Affairs Program, Dalhousie
University, Canada

Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, GEF/UNDP/IMO Partnership in Environmental
Management for the Seas of East Asia, Philippines

Harry Cocossis, University of the Aegean, Greece

Dr. Charlotte de Fontaubert, Center for International Environmental
Law, USA

Mr. Richard Delaney, Director, Urban Harbors Institute, University
of Massachusetts-Boston, USA

Dr. Enir Girondi Reis, Fundaçao Universidade Do Rio Grande, Brazil

Mr. Moritaka Hayashi, Waseda University School of Law, Japan

Dr. Tim Hennessey, Marine Affairs and Policy Association

Dr. Yves Henocque, IFREMER, France

Mr. Marc Hershman, Marine Affairs Program, University of
Washington, USA

Dr. Douglas Johnston, University of Victoria, Canada

Mr. Richard Kenchington, RAC Marine Pty Ltd., Australia

Dr. Barbara Kwiatkowska, Netherlands Institute of Law of the Sea,
The Netherlands

Mr. Robert W. Knecht, International Coastal and Ocean
Organization

Dr. Gunnar Kullenberg, International Ocean Institute, Malta

Mr. Justin Le Blanc, International Association of Fishing
Organizations

Dr. Gerard Mangone, Editor, International Journal of Marine and
Coastal Law, University of Delaware, USA

Dr. Elisabeth Mann Borgese, International Ocean Institute, Canada

Mr. Sebastian Mathew, International Collective in Support of Fish
Workers, India

Prof. Alan Miossec, University of Nantes and International
Geographical Union, France

Prof. John Morrison, Ocean and Coastal Research Centre, University
of Wollongong, Australia

Dr. Hiroyuki Nakahara, Research Institute for Ocean Economics,
Tokyo, Japan

Mr. Steve Olsen, Coastal Resources Center, Rhode Island, USA

Dr. Erdal Ozhan, MEDCOAST, Middle East Technical University,
Ankara, Turkey

Mr. Pietro Parravano, World Forum of Fish-Harvesters &
Fishworkers

Dr. Sian Pullen, World Wildlife Fund, United Kingdom

Dr. R. Rajagopalan, Indian Institute of Technology, India

Ms. Evelia Rivera Arriaga, EPOMEX, University of Campeche,
Mexico

Dr. Mario Ruivo, Portuguese Committee for IOC, Lisbon, Portugal

Dr. Rod Salm, The Nature Conservancy-Pacific Region

Dr. Albert Salman, European Union for Coastal
Conservation (EUCC), The Netherlands

Dr. Hance Smith, Cardiff University, United Kingdom

Mr. Victor Sebek, Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea
(ACOPS)

Dr. Robin South, University of South Pacific, Suva, Fiji

Dr. Juan Luis Suarez de Vivero, University of Sevilla, Spain

Dr. Phiphat Tangsubkul, Southeast Asia Programme in Ocean Law,
Policy and Management

Mr. Hirosi Terashima, The Nippon Foundation

Conference
Registration
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Prof. Adalberto Vallega, International
Geographical Union and International Centre
for Coastal and Ocean Policy Studies, Italy

Prof. Jon Van Dyke, Ocean Governance Study
Group, School of Law, University of Hawaii,
Honolulu, Hawaii

Mr. Jentje van der Weide, Delft Hydraulics,
The Netherlands

Dr. Geoffrey Wescott, Deakin University,
Melbourne, Australia (member of the
Australian National Oceans Advisory Group)

Intergovernmental Organizations

Chair: Dr. Patricio Bernal, Executive
Secretary, Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC), UNESCO, Paris

Dr. Simon Stuart, Acting Director-General,
The World Conservation Union (IUCN),
Gland, Switzerland

Dr. Chris Crossland, Land-Ocean Interactions
in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ), The Netherlands

Mr. Michael Z. Cutajar, United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Bonn, Germany

Mr. Nitin Desai, Under Secretary General of
Economic and Social Affairs, Chairman,
IACSD

Mr. David Freestone, Legal Advisor, World
Bank, Washington

Mr. Serge Garcia, Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), Rome

Ms. Marea Hatziolos, Senior Coastal and
Marine Resource Specialist, Environment
Department, World Bank

Dr. Indumathie Hewawasam, Africa Region,
World Bank

Dr. Geoffrey Holland, Canada, Former
Chairman, IOC, UNESCO

Mr. Andy Hooten, AJH, Environmental
Services

Dr. Su Jilan, China, Chairman, IOC, UNESCO

Ms. Michele Lemay, Inter-American
Development Bank

Dr. Stephen Lintner, Environment
Department, World Bank

Ms. Ina Pranoto, Jakarta Mandate Unit,
Secretariat, Convention on Biological
Diversity, Montreal

Mr. William A. O’Neil, Secretary General,
International Maritime Organization (IMO),
London

Mr. Phillip Reynolds, United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), New York

Ms. Ann Rogers, United Nations Commission
on Sustainable Development (CSD), New York

Dr. Will Steffen, Executive Director,
International Geosphere-Biosphere
Programme (IGBP), Stockholm, Sweden

Dr. Narasimhan Sundararaman, Secretary,
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), Geneva

Mr. Dick Troost, Environment and
Development in Coastal Regions and in Small
Islands (CSI), UNESCO, Paris

Mr. Ivica Trumbic, Regional Activity Centre
for Priority Actions Programme, Croatia

Tamari’i Tutangata, Director, South Pacific
Regional Environment Programme

Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd, Coordinator
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office, The Hague,
Netherlands

Mr. Clive Wilkinson, Global Coral Reef
Monitoring Network, The Australian Institute
of Marine Science, Australia

Government Sector

Chair: Dr. Seoung Yong Hong, Vice-Minister,
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries,
Korea

Dr. Peter Acquah, Executive Director,
Environmental Protection Agency, Ghana

H. Dr. Hassan Adamu, Federal Minister for
the Environment, Nigeria

H. Torben Brylle, Under-Secretary and
Ambassador, DANIDA, Denmark

H. Victor Lichtinger, Minister, Ministry of
Environment, Natural Resources, Mexico

H. Herb Dhaliwal, Minister, Department of
Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

H. Rawle C. Eastmond, Minister, Ministry of
Environment, Energy and Natural Resources,
Barbados

Mr. Charles Ehler, National Ocean Service, U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Mr. Lenox Hinds, Canadian International
Development Agency, Canada

Mr. Bo Goransson, Chairman and
Director-General of SIDA, Sweden

H. Robert Hill, Minister, Ministry for the
Environment, Australia

Diane James, Chair, Victoria Coastal Council,
Australia

Mr. Victor I. Kalyuzhnyi, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Russian Federation

Prof. Vladimir A. Knyazhev, Deputy Minister of
Industry, Science and Technology, Russian
Federation

H. Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, Minister, Ministry
of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

Dr. Yuriy Mikhaylichenko, Ministry of Industry,
Science and Technology, Russian Federation

Mr. Haiqing Li, State Oceanic Administration,
China

H. Francisco Mabjaia, Vice Minister, Ministry for
the Environment, Mozambique

Ms. Camille Mageau, Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Ottawa, Canada

Ms. Evelyne Meltzer, Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Halifax, Canada

Dr. Magnus Ngoile, Director-General, Natural
Resources Management Council, Tanzania

H. Ambassador Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Chairman,
Alliance for Small Island States and
Ambassador/Permanent Representative of Samoa

H. Jose Sarney Filho, Minister, Ministry for
Environment, Brazil

Dr. B.R. Subramanian, Department of Ocean
Development, India

Organizing Committee (Cont.)

Conference Application Form for the Global Conference on “Oceans and Coasts at Rio +10”

Name

Institution

Address

City ZIP Country

Phone: Fax: e-mail:

Main interest in the Conference

Representing which UNCED-related group?

Specific themes of interest

Please mail or fax to: Conference Secretariat, Center for the Study of Marine Policy, University of Delaware,
Robinson Hall 301, Newark, DE, 19716, USA; Tel: 1-302-831-8086; Fax: 1-302-831-3668; e-mail: sbelf@udel.edu


